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Contraband Chickens Invade Canada
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From the street, the large gray house, with its wide driveway, landscaped garden, and grand front door,

looked like every other home in the upscale 1950s Toronto development. Around back it was a different

story. Behind a knee-high, plastic orange fence was an unusual sight: two chickens pecked at the grass

while a third broody one sat on a nest.

It's illegal to keep chickens in Toronto. Their owner, a middle-aged woman who wore jeans and funky

glasses when I visited, agreed to have me over after several months of communication and wouldn't

give her name for fear of being caught by city officials. This woman, who goes by the handle "Toronto

Chicken," is part of an underground movement of otherwise law-abiding Canadians who are breaking

the law to raise their own hens.

A Calgary woman will be heading to court this spring because

 

 

F O O D

Contraband Chickens Invade Canada - The Atlantic Food Channel http://food.theatlantic.com/stories/contraband-chickens-invade-...

1 of 4 1/28/10 12:12 PM



benjamin

she refused to pay a $200 fine she received for keeping three
chickens.

Most Canadian municipalities don't allow poultry within city limits. Livestock of all sizes was banne d in

the decades after World War II, and chickens have long been absent from the urban landscape. But now

that the backyard hen phenomenon has crept north, people are willing to risk fines and possible poultry

confiscation for the pleasure of collecting their own eggs.

The contraband chicken keepers I've spoken with come from all different backgrounds: they are

university students, stay-at-home moms, professionals. A woman named Heather Havens, who has

taught courses on raising backyard hens, used to keep two chickens in a hen house with an adjacent run

she built with her husband in the yard of their home in Surrey, British Columbia. (She recently moved

to Portland, Oregon, where her birds are legal.) While Surrey does permit fowl if the homeowner's lot

spans at least an acre, hers was not big enoughÑand, thus, her chickens verboten.

"It would have to be almost 10 times as big," she said of her former lot. "I don't like it. I don't w ant to

have to [break the law]." This past summer, she helped a nearby family find a new home for their five

hens after they were discovered by the authorities, putting an end to their backyard project.

Discovery, of course, is always a risk. In Halifax, Louise Hanavan had to give away her hens after a

neighbor reported an alleged rat problem. And a Calgary woman will be heading to court this spring

because she refused to pay a $200 fine she received for keeping three chickens. Her battle is being

supported by a group called CLUCKÑthe Calgary Liberated Urban Chicken Klub.

Despite the pressure from authorities, the mood in the underground chicken movement is hopeful, and

people are pressing local governments to change the rules. Aspiring urban chicken farmers are looking

to the few Canadian cities where backyard flocks are deemed okay, like British Columbia's Victoria and

Niagara Falls, and Brampton, in Ontario.

Last year, agitation led to a unanimous vote by Vancouver's city council in favor of writing a new bylaw,

which has yet to be passed. A group called the Waterloo Hen Association has persuaded the city of

Waterloo, Ontario, to allow about a dozen families to continue raising hens until the city votes in t he

future. And in Toronto, officials are studying the issue.

Of course, this is Canada, and even in cities where chickens are allowed, keeping the birds outdoors can

be tricky. Temperatures drop well below freezing, and birds need winterized coops to survive through

the seasonsÑfortified ones at that, since raccoons, dogs, and other predators are always a danger. Still,

the movement grows.

A friend recently invited me to her house for dinner. She had secretly acquired chickens a few months

before, even though she lives in downtown Toronto, a few houses from a busy commercial strip. I left

that night with a half-dozen eggs. Their shells were blue and off-white. When we cracked them for

breakfast the next morning, the yolk was yellow as a traffic ticket and the taste mellow, creamy,

splendid.
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I agree with you that raising the chicken in the city is forbidden, but the economic crisis has done so

much damage that many people try to find solution to save money, for example in America j ' saw on

a TV show that the inhabitants of a small town (a big red light district) have made an organic garden,

where he grows their own vegetables, these vegetables were used for the needs of local residents and

the rest of these vegetables and sell the shares between them. it's really good to have these kind of

idea, but the cons by raising chickens in the very city it can exceed one because there will always be

problems because of a neighborhood awakening of the hull Mr lol.

Finally the best solution for this woman who loves raising chickens is to live on a farm.

casino en ligne

Reply

Post a comment
Sign in to comment.

The Atlantic Food Channel on Facebook

OUR RECIPE LIBRARY

The Atlantic Food Channel  on
Facebook

Become a Fan

Contraband Chickens Invade Canada - The Atlantic Food Channel http://food.theatlantic.com/stories/contraband-chickens-invade-...

2 of 4 1/28/10 12:12 PM



George Konkoly-Thege
Gus Rancatore
Graeme Wood
Hannah Eisler Burnett
Heather Sperling
Helene York
Jerry Baldwin
Julie Carney
Joshua Hersh
John Hudson
Jeannette Lee
Jim Lahey
James McWilliams
Julie Powell
Josh Viertel
Justin Vogt
Jennifer Ward
Jarrett Wrisley
Janine Yorio
Jeffrey Yoskowitz
Kate Andersen
Krina Patel
Katie Robbins
Leonora Burton
Lisa M. Hamilton
Lesley Freeman Riva
Lauren Shockey
Marc Ambinder
Max Fisher
Michele Humes
Menachem Kaiser
Madeleine Kennedy
Marion Nestle
Mike Nizza
Michael A. Parks
Michael Psilakis
Maggie Schmitt
Melina Shannon-DiPietro
Michael Taylor
Ming Tsai
Margaret Tung
Nomi Abeliovich
Nicole Allan
Bill Niman and Nicolette
Hahn Niman
Nathalie Jordi
Nicolette Hahn Niman
Nozlee Samadzadeh
Noah Rothbaum
Pascale Brevet
Stephanie Pierson and
Barbara Harrison
Peter Smith
Paul Wachter
Rick Bayless
Ryan Bradley
Rebecca M. Bratspies
Regina Charboneau
Rebecca Katz
Raj Patel
Rebecca Rothbaum
Sophie Brickman
Sarah Elton
Samuel Fromartz
Sara Lipka
Sienna Parulis-Cook
Stephanie Pierson
Seth Rosenbaum
Sally Schneider
Susan Spungen
Samuel T. Stanley
Maria Streshinsky and
Shirley Streshinsky
V.V. Ganeshananthan
Trevor Corson
Trina Hahnemann
Terrence Henry
Tom Mylan
Tejal Rao
Vaughn Tan
Nina and Tim Zagat

DISCOVER PRODUCTS FROM SMALL ARTISAN PRODUCERS

Contraband Chickens Invade Canada - The Atlantic Food Channel http://food.theatlantic.com/stories/contraband-chickens-invade-...

3 of 4 1/28/10 12:12 PM



HOME | ATLANTIC FAQ  | MASTHEAD | SITE GUIDE | SUBSCRIBE | SUBSCRIBER HELP
ATLANTIC STORE  | EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM  | JOBS/INTERNSHIPS | PRIVACY POLICY | CONTACT US | ADVERTISE

Copyright © 2009 by The Atlantic Monthly Group. All rights reserved.

Contraband Chickens Invade Canada - The Atlantic Food Channel http://food.theatlantic.com/stories/contraband-chickens-invade-...

4 of 4 1/28/10 12:12 PM


