
Chickens strutted on a Calgary sidewalk Wednesday night as about 100 people rallied for a bylaw change that would make raising the birds in
backyards legal.

The rally, organized by the Canadian Liberated Urban Chicken Klub (CLUCK), was held outside a movie theatre in the neighbourhood of
Kensington.

Some Calgarians raise chickens in their backyards, even though a city bylaw forbids raising livestock in most urban areas. There is an exemption
for pigeons.

Read more:

Is there room for chickens and other small barnyard animals in an urban environment? Have we become too removed from the food we
eat? Take our poll:

Related: Dangerous exotic pets: Should they be banned?

Return To Poll Share This PollDaddy.com

b649ca69cbe5f604b8e7f889e88d6f23

(This poll is not scientiÞc. It is based on readers' votes.)
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This story is now closed to commenting.

Thank you for voting!

Yes 68% (900 votes)

No 29% (383 votes)

Undecided 3% (36 votes)

Total Votes: 1,319
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Note: The CBC does not necessarily endorse any of the views posted. Please note that comments are published according to our submission
guidelines.

Entry comments (23)

Sort: Most recent | First to last | Agreed
Portia444Mercury wrote:Posted 2010/03/12
at 11:00 AM ETIt's interesting how many narrowminded, unimaginative, uncreative people on here just squawk at the idea of having
chickens, as if there is something wrong with farm animals, and farming.

Yet those same people won't turn a hair if their neighbour owns boa constrictors, which can escape -- or bad-tempered, vicious dogs.

You just set standards for chicken-keeping - as with any other animals, or with children. Cleanliness, proper housing, humane treatment and
so on.

I see absolutely no reason not to allow people to have what is essentially a large bird, the size of a parrot. Parrots are legal - why not
chickens?

Eggs are a valuable source of nutrition; why deprive childrren who might otherwise not have such a rich source of protein and vitamins? It's
going to be even better than what you get in grocery stores if the chickens are free-range and well fed.

The only caution I can see is that people have to be able to care for chickens properly. There should be a Chicken Raising Standards
Association; and anyone who has chickens should be required to belong to it, and that Association can set the standards.

Get with the program, Calgary. Green the city - start producing food here at home.

And -- bets this is not appreciated by the Egg Marketing Board - or whatever government organization is in charge of marketing eggs. And
disgusting chicken factories like that horror in Ramsay.
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051266 wrote:Posted 2010/03/12
at 10:32 AM ETI don't have a problem with city folks raising a few chickens for personal consumption - by few I meant 15 or less. IF they
have a nice backyard to house them in a proper hen house. NOT an apartment.

OH and CAB123 - when hens get past their laying years they become chicken soup - nothing from chickens goes to waste - they are a great
natural food source.

As for the lady in the story who 'cozies up' to her chickens EWWWWW! that's just disgusting. Animals belong in their own homes, not a
humans home. That is how deseases get spread. Keep them seperate and clean.
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petunia5 wrote:Posted 2010/03/12
at 9:07 AM ETI love the idea...most of us are realising we must transform our attitudes toward nature; requiring a more respectful,
responsible way of living.
gonz1234, I grew up in the country and worked on a farm.
This would be a far more humane way of treating the animals who provide food for us. Keeping a few chickens would not be a smelly affair,
with minimal work. Plus, they would happily eat the vegetable waste from your kitchen.

My urban neighbour's back yard Þlled with the feces of two 60 lbs dogs is far, far more offensive. There is nothing like it on a warm summer
day.

I've worked in the dimly lit barns that house 15000 chickens...now that stinks and, from my perspective, a sad place for an animal to be
raised or lay eggs. Yes, that is where most chicken meat and eggs come from.
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Kittenlady wrote:Posted 2010/03/12
at 9:04 AM ETIsn't that how avian ßu started?
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richter wrote:Posted 2010/03/12
at 8:00 AM ETTo really understand this, and to have a good laugh, you need to read the recent Globe and Mail article by Davd Gillett,
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enitled: I'm A Chicken Hipster.

It starts...."I hadnÕt meant to become a chicken hipster. But there was the issue of the omelettes.... "

Go to :
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/life/facts-and-arguments/im-a-chicken-hipster/article1474931/

Very funny, very insightful, very chicken hipsterish
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This story is now closed to commenting.

Note: The CBC does not necessarily endorse any of the views posted. Please note that comments are published according to our submission
guidelines.

CBC News Blogs Point of View

About the Authors

POV

Your Voice

Categories

World (295)
Canada (1048)
Health (208)
Arts & Entertainment (179)
Technology & Science (139)
Money (100)
Consumer Life (322)
Sports (126)
Toronto Film Festival (1)

Archives

Select a Month...

Author

Select an Author...

All News blogs

Most Commented

Urban barnyard: Should chickens live among us? - Point of View http://www.cbc.ca/news/pointofview/2010/03/urban-barnyard-s...

4 of 6 3/31/10 6:15 PM


